B4SA: Weekly Update 28 September 2021

This week's highlights
•
•

Order site signage for Vooma Vaccination Weekend
New platform shares site info in real-time

A note from Martin Kingston
Dear B4SA and business colleagues,
We are concerned that daily vaccination numbers have been dropping off. We have
sufficient vaccination supply and capacity to vaccinate in excess of 300,000 people a day,
but the past week or two have seen our numbers falling well below that target.
There are a number of factors constraining take-up: lack of trust and lack of access are just
two such factors, and we also know that different sections of society trust different authority
figures, and find different arguments persuasive. Solving for these, and generating
demand, therefore, requires a multi-pronged approach.
We know that South African leaders and institutions widely support vaccination, but many
people are unaware of this, and that an effective demand strategy must mobilise social
partners – government and politicians, labour, business, faith-based organisations,
traditional authorities, and civil society – to create practical partnerships at all levels.
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For this we need clear, public leadership to set the tone for society and their respective
institutions: no single entity can do this alone. Every major constituency needs to see that
“all of society” supports vaccination, and that getting a vaccination is not only a normal,
accepted practice – but an important responsibility for the good of everyone in our country.
We urge you therefore, to be vocal in your support of vaccination, and the vaccination
rollout. This past weekend’s initiative by the religious community shows what can be done,
and events like the upcoming Vooma Vaccination Weekend are another tool in our arsenal
– approximately 1,000 private sites will be open to employees and the public on Friday,
and well over 500 private sector vaccination sites will be open, in all nine provinces,
acrosst the high-risk districts identified by the Department of Health.
Please consider how you can support these kinds of drives, and add your own, so that we
can reach the goal of vaccinating at least 70% of the adult population by December, and in
so doing, save 20,000 lives.
Martin Kingston, Chair, B4SA Steering Committee
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B4SA NEWS
Order signage for your vaccine site for Vooma
Vaccination Weekend
The first Vooma Vaccination Weekend will be happening this coming weekend, as part of
the strategy to accelerate demand for vaccination. The Department of Health’s modellers
have calculated that if we can vaccinate 70% of adults by the end of December, we will
save an estimated 20,000 lives.
More than 500 private sector sites will be opening on Saturday. Please keep an eye on our
daily updates and/or website, where we will share a link to the list as soon as we have it.
Sites can order signage from the Demand Acceleration Task Team here, and are urged to
do so as soon as possible to ensure they receive their materials in time for the weekend.
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New platform aims to update vaccine site info in realtime
A new webapp, Knonow, helps users to check vaccination sites closest to them, see
waiting times and find out what type of vaccine is available at a particular site. Simply put,
it’s Waze for vaccine sites.
KnoNow is a community driven platform and relies on information that users submit. This
means that if site visitors and medical staff at sites take 20-30 seconds to update the
platform, it helps other users to know what’s happening at that site and plan their visits
accordingly.
Check out www.knonow.co.za for more information.

Need comms?
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The Solidarity Fund has a wide variety of communications toolkits available for download
on their information hub, in most of South Africa’s languages. You will find more
examples here.

Private sector sites list updated
Our most up-to-date list of private sector vaccination sites can be found here.

LATEST STATISTICS

COVID-19 Statistics as at 27 September 2021

HELPFUL LINKS
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Vaccine dashboard
The NDoH’s vaccine dashboard can be found at: https://sacoronavirus.co.za/latestvaccine-statistics/

REGISTER FOR YOUR VACCINATION
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QR Code link to EVDS registration site
The QR code below links directly to the EVDS registration site. Please use it in any print or
applicable

marketing

material

to

help

spread

the

message.

Users simply need to open the camera app on their mobile phone and point it at the code. A
notification will open on the phone taking them directly to the site to register.

B4SA myths document available for your
convenience
B4SA has drawn up an extensive document debunking common myths around Covid-19
vaccination, which is available for you to use in your own vaccine communications.
You can access the document here.

Vaccination Communications Toolkit
The government has released a free Vaccination Communications Toolkit for use by
anyone wanting to contribute to the communications efforts against COVID-19, and in
support of vaccination and registration.
Access it here.
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News reports of interest
The week’s most interesting reading:
Lockdown to be reviewed on 3 October: https://www.businessinsider.co.za/trending/level-2lockdown-review-now-set-for-3-october-after-26-september-deadline-missed-2021-9
Concern over low vaccination rate of +50s: https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/202109-27-south-africa-must-vaccinate-more-vulnerable-older-people-after-experts-warn-of-apossible-fourth-wave/
US study shows vaccinated pregnant women pass protection on to
baby: https://www.news24.com/health24/medical/infectious-diseases/coronavirus/moreevidence-that-pregnant-women-who-receive-covid-vaccine-pass-on-protection-to-theirnewborns-20210928-2
UK to use SA data in its next red list evaluation (estimated in next two
weeks): https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/uk-to-use-sa-data-and-inputwhen-reviewing-status-on-covid-19-travel-red-list-20210928
Experts on managing the pandemic: https://theconversation.com/we-cant-banish-covid-19but-we-can-end-the-pandemic-with-vaccinations-168294
US Expert: The Israeli example makes a significant case for booster
shots: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/27/data-israel-covid-boostershots-standard
Madhi warns against election super-spreader
risk: https://mybroadband.co.za/news/government/415816-fourth-wave-covid-19-warningfor-southafrica.html?utm_source=everlytic&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=businesstech
Today, a team of SA scientists will meet with a UK delegation to discuss SA’s status on UK
red list: https://businesstech.co.za/news/lifestyle/523940/governments-plan-to-get-southafrica-taken-off-the-uks-red-list-
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report/?utm_source=everlytic&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=businesstech
CCSSA and SASA warn of use of and indemnity related risks for health professionals
dispensing Ivermectin: https://www.medicalbrief.co.za/warning-from-ccssa-and-sasa-onvaccinations-and-ivermectin/
SA’s ability to develop vaccines will depend on investment in expertise,
infrastructure: https://theconversation.com/want-to-develop-vaccines-in-africa-then-investin-expertise-and-infrastructure-167660
Shortage of J&J vaccines hampering vaccination
programme: https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2021-09-26-shortage-of-jjvaccines-hampers-sas-vaccination-drive/
Vaccine train administers just under 1,000 vaccinations during its first stop in
Swartkops: https://www.newsobserver.com/news/article254519402.html
WC sees declining demand for vaccines: https://ewn.co.za/2021/09/26/wc-healthdepartment-says-it-sees-a-decline-in-demand-for-covid-jab

Interesting/useful sites
Covid Comms is producing infographics, which are available for free download
Centers for Disease Control, USA
INFOGRAPHIC: Coronavirus: the new disease Covid-19 explained
Coronavirus in context: a guide to help you understand the pandemic
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
Lockdowns compared: tracking governments’ coronavirus responses

CONNECT WITH
BUSINESS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
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We encourage you to please share this mail with your colleagues

Under the Protection of Personal Information Act, 04 of 2013 (“POPIA”), Business for
South Africa has a general legal duty to protect information we process. Business for South
Africa is committed to ensuring the security and protection of the personal information that
it processes, and to provide a compliant and consistent approach to data protection. The
information contained in this email and any attachments thereto may be privileged or
confidential and are only intended for the exclusive use and attention of the addressed
recipient. If you have received this email by mistake, please delete this email and advise
Business for South Africa immediately. Should you have any questions related to
our POPIA compliance, please refer to our website disclaimer.
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